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Elements of page make-up 

Competition in the newspaper/magazine industry is becoming stiffer, so, every 

publication now competes for the people’s attention. The advent of the electronic and the 

digital media is not helping matters. Today also, the competition is not only in terms of 

content but also in aesthetics. And, any medium that attracts and sustains the attention of 

the readers is the one that would make it to the next level. During production, editors 

employ different techniques and use different elements to make the pages look better and 

attractive. 

 

Elements of Make-Up 
To produce a page that will attract the attention of the readers, editors use the following 

elements.  

 

 



 



 

Name plate 
The placement of the name plate in a page can make a difference. In some newspapers 

and magazines, the logo runs across the entire columns while in others it runs across half 

of the columns or towards the end, creating an ear piece. Also, in some publication, 

it is placed in the uppermost part of the front page while in others; it is lowered into the 

page. Any of these arrangements adds to the page make-up or the aesthetics of the page. 

 

Body type contract 
Variations in the body type in which stories are set contribute tothe make-up. Stories 

could be set in 10 points, 12 points etc. or set in different fonts and across two or three 

columns to achieve variety. It could also be set in bold types to draw attention to a story. 

 

 
 

Headline pattern 
Headlines are used to attract attention to stories. They are also elements of page make-up 

especially when set in different type faces, different decks or different type sizes. They 

could also be flushed left, right or centre in a bid to achieve a certain make-up pattern. 



 

 
 

Boxes 
In page make-up, boxes are used to separate stories, draw attention to a particular story or 

for variety. Once a story is “boxed” it makes the story distinct from other stories and 

attracts the attention of readers. These boxes also add variety to the items on a page. 

 

Photographs 
In newspapers and magazines, photographs are not only used to tell the story, they are 

also an important element in page makeup. Before the use of photographs in the print 

media, pages look dull because they are filled with only text. Today, the story is different. 

 

 

Dashes and rules 
In newspaper and magazines, dashes, rules and other signs are used to separate stories, 

indicate the end of a story or simply for aesthetics. Some of the signs used to indicate the 

end of a story are: (-o-), (x x x), (- - - -) etc. 

 

White spaces 
White spaces are elements of page make-up when they are used to achieve aesthetic 

value. Imagine a page that is clustered with text without any space and the one where 

there are spaces with other elements arranged in a particular pattern. 

 

 

 



Colour 
As competition in the media increase, many newspapers and magazines introduce the 

colour element in page make-up. Now, newspapers and magazines appear in different 

colour designs all calling for the attention of the readers. In different pages, stories are 

typeset in colour or boxed in colours not only to attract readers but to add aesthetic value. 

 

With the ongoing competition, make-up has become an important factor in the success or 

failure of newspapers and magazines. Hence, they employ different elements of make-up 

to make their pages attractive to the readers whose patronage sustains the publication. 

To survive the competitive business environment, newspapers and magazines employ 

different elements of make-up. These include the placement of name plates or logo, 

variation in body type, arrangement of headlines, boxes, use of photographs, white 

spaces and colour. 


